Stanton Township Board
October 01, 2025

Monthly Meeting Minutes

Supervisor Marty Rajala called the monthly meeting of the Stanton Township Board to order at
6:01PM at the Stanton Township Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call was taken. Board
members present: Trustee/Jim Heinonen, Trustee/Mark Haataja, Supervisor/Marty Rajala,
Treasurer/Lori Anderson and Clerk/Tina Hatman.

All present read over the Meeting Minutes from September 03, 2025. Lori motioned to approve
the meeting minutes. 2nd by Marty. Approved Unan.

Lori read the Financial Statements. Mark motioned to approve the financial statements as read.
2nd by Jim. Approved Unan.

Tina presented the bills to be paid. Lori motioned to pay all the bills. 2nd by Jim. Approved
Unan.

Lori motioned to amend the April 2025-March 2026 budget item as mentioned. See attached
for amendments. 2nd by Marty. Approved Unan.

Marty submitted a reimbursement request to MDSO for Invoices #12, 13, 14, paid to Barr Eng
for Quarter 3 in the amount of $34,477.52. The Work Order #10 & #11 for Barr Eng were
recently approved to continue design survey, sampling and access at the Redridge Dam.
Invoice #15 from Barr Eng for previous work completed, was done during the approval of the
bills. This will go in on Quarter 4 reimbursement requests to our funding partners.

The Audit report for year ending March 31, 2025, of Stanton Township financials was received
on Sept 08, 2025 from Rukkila Negro. The Township audit was accepted, and a letter sent to the
Treasury. Marty thanked Lori, Tina and Mary for working on this. The board members each
received a copy of the audit report.

A tax reduction denial letter was sent to a Greaverat resident regarding the limited access
across the bridge on private property. Marty read the letter to the board that was received from
the residents attorney to the Township Board describing access to Emergency Services on
private property. Marty will pass this letter, which includes a map, onto the Stanton Township's
Fire Chiefs, as well as Township emergency services and verify Houghton County Emergency
has received the letter with the access route. It was questioned if emergency vehicles are
allowed through private property. No additional action was taken.

No work by Township Attorney yet on an updated the Township’s FOIA Policy, to be consistent
with the statute and current legislation.

OHM added additional language to the MNRTF grant application to boost the township's initial
scoring. This was submitted on 9/30, ahead of the deadline. If successful in selection, this would



commit (25%) $118,900 for the township sharing percentage that was previously approved by
the Board, which would be covered by a CD that the township currently has.

Grant request to USDOT for up to $500,000.00 for road design services for the CFP road grant
was submitted timely by OHM on behalf of Stanton Township. Invoice in this month's billings.
No word on award or selection as of yet or when.

There is an upcoming design progress meeting with Barr Eng and funding partners for those
that would like to be invited and be informed. Jim, Mark and Roy Britz would like to sit in on the
upcoming Zoom meeting, Marty will send them a link for this meeting.

A Par Plan meeting with Lori Burton, underwriter for Hannula Agency, is tentatively scheduled
for Monday, October 13th at 10AM. Tina will call Lori Burton to confirm the meeting date.

Roads- HMA Shoulder widening was completed by Bacco Const, and Agg base project
locations by the HCRC was completed, an invoice from HCRC was approved to be paid. All
documentation has been received from HCRC, except the HMA documentation. Marty will
resubmit a request again for HMA documentation, from the HCRC, for our auditor.

No word yet on the flood relief funding coming to the HCRC from the State of Michigan, and
what projects it may be encompassing. Stanton Township provided the 2024 overall budgets
ending March 31, 2025 to HCRC, for a possible State Section 19 Grant for flood damages to
Township and Houghton County roads. The grant would give 5% of our annual budget for this.

No word yet from the HCRC about the possible ditching of Agate Beach Rd to alleviate hillside
erosion at Agate Beach. A possible detention pond may be needed. Marty mentioned to the
HCRC that funds from the Section 19 Grant could cover this cost, if the grant is approved.

Board Member Comments: Lori mentioned the current Revenue Sharing and possible cuts the
state is considering.

Lori mentioned that the Plowing Bids need to be submitted by Nov 5th. The forms can be found
on the township website for submitting a plow bid. Marty will review and modify the plow
contract, if needed. Advertising for plowing will be done the same as last year.

Mark said he met with Glen Ekdahl at the Township Hall to discuss another possible area for the
new Veterans Memorial. The area next to the Township Hall, near the Fire House was
suggested and supported by the board. The board agreed to help with funding and help with
sitework, once the veterans committee has secured fundraising. Mark will update Glen on this.

The water issue at the Township Hall was discussed. Mark motioned to use up to $3,000 to
have a contractor caulk the outside gable wall. 2nd by Marty. Approved Unan. The window with
water damage will not get fixed until the water issue is solved.

Agate Beach Rec Committee- John Mattila replaced well screen at Agate Beach’s well per
Health Dept Request of 8/22/25. Also some fill is being placed on lots at Agate Beach, as well
as gravel on the roads.

Stanton VFD- An Alternate Fire/Emergency routes to Graverat area will be given to Anthony &
first responders for their use.



Toivola VFD- Alternate Fire routes to Graverat area will be given to Gary/John for their use.
Freda Sewer- None
Public Comment- None

Marty motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:02pm. 2nd by Jim. Approved Unan.

Submitted by: Wj%‘““\ﬁna Hatman, Clerk
Approved by: M M’é ,M Marty Rajala, Supervisor




Amended budget changes - 10/01/2025

Stanton Township Funds April 2025-March 2026
EXPENSE

Code: Title: Change:

General Fund
223 Accounting/Audit
223-802 Audit $14,000 up to $16,500



