Stanton Township Board
November 05, 2025

Monthly Meeting Minutes

Supervisor Marty Rajala called the monthly meeting of the Stanton Township Board to order at
6:01PM at the Stanton Township Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call was taken. Board
members present: Trustee/Jim Heinonen, Trustee/Mark Haataja, Supervisor/Marty Rajala,
Treasurer/Lori Anderson and Clerk/Tina Hatman.

All present read over the Meeting Minutes from October 01, 2025. Lori motioned to approve the
meeting minutes. 2nd by Marty. Approved Unan.

Lori read the Financial Statements. Jim motioned to approve the financial statements as read.
2nd by Tina. Approved Unan.

Tina presented the bills to be paid. Lori motioned to pay all the bills. 2nd by Jim. Approved
Unan.

Marty motioned to amend the April 2025-March 2026 budget item as mentioned. See attached
for amendments. 2nd by Mark. Approved Unan.

Marty received a resignation letter from Chuck Mannisto, Stanton Township Assessor, asking for
his resignation to be effective Dec 31, 2025. Marty thanked Chuck for his services. He also
thanked Mary for her help as assistant assessor to Chuck. Marty motioned to accept the

resignation with regret. 2nd by Lori. Approved Unan.

The board reviewed a proposal from Nick Djerf to take over duties as the new Stanton Township
Assessor. Nick introduced himself to the Board and gave a brief review of his working
background. The board then asked questions on how he would do various tasks and of different
job qualifications to which he answered to the board's approval. Nick said he would work with
Mary as his assistant assessor to start. Marty motioned to accept Nick Djerf's written proposal
as modified and verbally stated. 2nd by Jim. Approved Unan.

Reimbursement request to MDSO for Invoices #12, 13, 14 was received on Oct 09, 2025 for Q3
in the amount of $34,477.52. A request for reimbursement from GLFC on Oct 28, 2025 for
Invoice #15 in the amount of $38,848.81 for Redridge Dam Engineering work was sent.

The 2 sealed snow plow bids received by Nov 05, 2025 were opened by Tina at the meeting.
The 1st bid was from Phil Anderson with a bid of $270 for all 6 locations per time. The 2nd bid
was from Turner Contracting with a bid of $362 for all 6 locations per time. Marty motioned to
accept the lowest bid of $270 from Phil Anderson. 2nd by Mark. Tina and Jim Approved. Lori
Abstained.

The Township’s website was discussed. Lori will look into Opusweb and get a cost estimate for
next month’s meeting.



On Oct 2, 2025 Tina emailed out the suggested access route letter to Graverat parcels to both
Stanton Township Fire Chiefs, to inform the Fire Departments and Emergency Services.

The Township Attorney had previously stated that they would provide an updated Township
FOIA policy to be consistent with the statute and current legislation, as of today there has been
no response from the attorney. Lori will look into getting the correct wording for our FOIA policy
and Mary will help type a new policy.

There has not been any notice yet from the MNRTF Grant for request selection. If selected, this
would commit 25% of the grant amount for the township in the amount of $118,900, which would
come from one of the CD’s. We will budget this in, during next year's budget meeting.

No word yet on the selection or award yet for Grant request to USDOT for up to $500,000.00 for
road design services for the CFP road grant submitted by OHM on behalf of Stanton Twp. This
is a no match required grant.

No word on CFP Grant Award from Bergman’s Office.

A Design progress meeting to be held with Twp, Barr Eng and funding partners on Nov 10,
2025. Marty will send an invite to the virtual meeting to Jim, Mark, and Roy Britz. The project is
progressing well.

Lori and Tina met with Par Plan Admin Lori Burton, risk management for Hannula Agency on
Nov 05. The meeting went well, Lori B will send a recommendation report once completed.
Some items discussed were, to add a webpage disclosure stating that we are not affiliated with
any social media pages, the Ballfield needs a sign posted stating “Play at your own risk”, make
sure fire extinguishers are tagged and that there are illuminated exit signs in case of a fire.

Roads- Will need to send payment proof of check to HCRC for SLFRF funding and the files to
be included with the final closeout submission forms. Will also need the HMA documentation.
And request this again from the HCRC for our auditor and files.

Marty met with HCRC and State disaster relief funding admin on Monday, Nov 3, 2025 during
which a Resolution was reviewed for possible approval by the Township Board for the disaster
relief funding (Section 19 Funds) coming to Stanton Township and the HCRC from the State of
Michigan. Marty will be the fund administrator for Township. Approx 5% to be spent on storm
damage. Service agreement with the HCRC coming for a 50/50 shared project. Stanton
Township should get about $45,000 and this will be used in conjunction with the HCRC funds.
This would equate to approx. $90,000 in Stanton Township Road Work. The county would be
the administrator of the funds with a signed service agreement. Marty presented the Resolution
to the board and Mark motioned to adopt the Resolution #2025-2. 2nd by Jim. Approved
Unan.

No word yet from the HCRC about possible ditching of Agate Beach Rd to alleviate hillside
erosion at Agate Beach. Possible detention pond needed. Marty will ask the HCRC about the
possibility of using the disaster relief funding for this.

The North Canal Park closure date is as weather permits. Don Juntunen will lock the gates then.

Board Member Comments: Lori mentioned that the winter tax bills will be going out on Dec 01.



Lori mentioned that she talked to Clay Ruonavaara and he would like to put a vending machine
at the Kenner Dome. They discussed the legalities on having a vending machine on Township
property. He will get back to her with the legal info needed, before going forward with this.

Mark asked the board about sending out a questionnaire on an Adopt-A-Road project in Stanton
Township with the upcoming tax bills. It was discussed and decided to have Mark look into it
more and discuss it at the December meeting, with the possibility of the questionnaire sent out
in the spring.

Agate Beach Rec Committee- John Mattila did some agg base work on a few roads in the
Agate Beach Park, as well as filling in a few low areas.

Stanton VFD- None

Toivola VFD- None
Freda Sewer- Jim said that things are going well. He switched the internet service to Starlink, it
was a lot of work to get it switched. Lori motioned to compensate Jim for the internet service for

the sewer at the same compensation rate as the board receives. 2nd by Jim. Approved Unan.

Public Comment- Bryan Riutta said the gravel at the cemetery is very nice. But suggest that
topsoil be brought in to fix lowlying areas.

Bryan will look into updating the information in the Cemetery Ordinance on Section XI,
Forfeiture of Vacant Burial Spaces.

Bryan said he talked to the HCRC about low hanging trees on North Superior Rd hitting the bus
as he drives. Marty will also call the HCRC to ask them to trim the trees on North Superior Rd.

Bryan said the bus turnaround is going well on Heinola Rd. with the widened culvert work that
was done.

Bryan will be ordering new Road Signs for various roads.
Jeff Churchill complemented on the nice boat launch the Township has.

Jeff asked if the Township could add a hyperlink to the “Copper Country Initiative” on the
Township's website for those looking into recycling. Lori will look into it.

Marty motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:43pm. 2nd by Jim. Approved Unan.

Submitted by: % |

Approved by: M\ _ \/\\ Marty Rajala, Supervisor

__Tina Hatman, Clerk




Amended budget changes - 11/05/2025

Stanton Township Funds April 2025-March 2026

EXPENSE

Code: Title:

General Fund

755 Boat Launch

755-930 Repairs and Maintenance

9000 Payroll Expenses (FICA)
9000 Payroll Expenses (FICA) - Other

Fire Fund Pct#1 Limi
342 O.C. Exp.
342-750 Uniforms-Clothing

Change:

$1,000 up to $1,200

$10,000 up to $15,000

$5,000 up to $7,000



